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thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up
came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can
we requite thee!" Quoth he, 'l will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems." When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling
him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left
him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now |

have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us." Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but,
behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and
dispersed..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live
together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to

the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can | abide with you in contentment till | get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath
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resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore | will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will | return to you, so it please God the Most High and |
accomplish of this that which | hope."' Quoth she, 'l will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself
therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom
she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, ‘Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast
need..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy
preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his
wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and
peopleth the tombs..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned
him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not
stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he
returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel,
[promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's
servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'l will pay thee a dirhem when | enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'l will not do it," but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the
four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,’ quoth the tither, ‘it is good!" and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and
saying, 'l have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story

more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for

all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus
engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and
knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then
to you." (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the
woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou
been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'l| have but been about his occasions.".? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have | forsworn, sequestering
myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin
Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was
weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'l feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so | took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a
son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'l am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou
expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'l knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of
price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst
given wealth galore. But | saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore | knew that thou wast the son of a baker." Quoth the king,
‘Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's
daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and
would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story,
and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still
said in himself, 'When | have heard the end of the story, | will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces
and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore
they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High

that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".Old Woman, the Merchant and the King,

a friend of mine invited me to his house and when | came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of
calamity?' 'Nay," answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,] answered he. 'Know that one day | espied a fair woman; so | followed her and invited
her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed
day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so | arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and |
entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but | feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would
have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for | am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What
deemest thou of cozenage?" And | said, "Verily, | am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for | see none appear.” "O my lord,"
answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public,” answered I, "open to me.".With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so

we may look into his affair.”
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