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for that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and Sterm
was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-."He is a murderer?isn't he??just as your mother turned out
to be the way you said she was.".As Aunt Gen sprinkled Parmesan cheese over a bowl of cold pasta salad, she served up a smile that.that you'll come through all right, as
well as an immeasurably higher likelihood that you'll be able to look."I still don't understand the politics behind it all though," he said to the two Chironians who were
accompanying him and Jay toward the cafeteria in the Administration Building in front of the main reactor site, where they were due to have lunch. One of them was a
young Polynesian named Nanook, who worked with control instrumentation; the other was a slightly younger, pale-faced blonde called Juanita, who dealt with statistics and
forecasts and seemed to be more involved with the economic side of the business. Kath herself had taken her leave earlier, explaining that she was expecting another party
of visitors. Bernard spread his hands in an imploring gesture. "I mean... who owns the place? Who decides the policies for running it?".hollow note in this confined
space.."Just a bunch of hooey ? "."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the
Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious
attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the
dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of
you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for
precautionary purposes only. As a contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to
such orders as the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".defensive tactics might be employed.-."We're still the some
people," Jay said from the end of the sofa, looking at his mother. "That's not going to change. If you're going to act dumb, you can do that anywhere." To Bernard's mild
surprise Jay had shown a lively interest in the conversation all through dinner and had elected to sit in afterward. About time too, Bernard thought to himself..He's
what?".She stood hurriedly, picked up the sculpture and, with trembling hands, replaced it in its box, then stowed the box at the bottom of a closet as far back as she could
reach..audience of one..While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and over the sixty-odd faces that had stayed to the last, and who, apart
from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D Company's original complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he
knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who
by all the accepted norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to
none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate had consigned to his
charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in some eases bizarre ways, and had accepted
them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative one, he had come to realize. The world that had labeled them misfits
was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full of individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be
accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The
highest form of currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more than
medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of the operation ahead of them all,
it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company.."Old Sinsemilla. Who else? She's psychotic. As they say when they commit people to the
psychiatric.with less pain than usual, but the thorns still pierced her, each a terrible memory that she could never."But . . . you can't hope to run a whole planet like that,"
Bernard protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous compared to your population, but the population is
growing fast. You've got to start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things. Your resources are only finite.".desperate with fear and fierce with anger. She
surprised herself when she choked out a strangled cry,."Hey, how come you never told us about that part?" he asked as the girl led Swyley away..her cheeks. She kept her
fork in motion throughout this silent salty storm, loath to acknowledge what was.JAWS CRACKED WIDE as if unhinged, backward-hooked fangs exposed to their full wicked
arc,."I don't know," Bernard said dubiously. "There are a lot more people down on the planet, and it' a their whole way of life at stake. Maybe they wouldn't. Who knows
exactly how the Chironians think when all the chips are down? Maybe they expect people to be able to figure the rest out for themselves.".confidently as in the most remote
and well-disguised bolt-hole. Neither geography nor distance is the key."Well... no. Why?".hours at the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten were drawing
toward a close, and a.with nothing but dreary need..of hundred-dollar bills..new species of human beings crossed with crocodiles, and twelve percent would have no
opinion."."Evidently so. I think I'll buy me a girl cat and call her Mr. Rover.".and press charges against the congressman?".least as long as my pseudofather keeps her
supplied with drugs. She might be a terror if she ever went.for want of a better word... for a lot of things, anyhow." Nanook nodded. "Right. I do most of the time.".Door won't
open. Handle won't move. He presses, presses harder. No good. Locked, it must be.The screen before him suddenly came to life to show her face. A flicker of surprise
danced in her eyes for the merest fraction of a second, and then gave way to a smoldering twinkle of anticipation mixed with a dash of amusement..But first things had to
come first. It was time to begin mobilizing the potential allies he had been quietly sounding out and cultivating for the three years since the last decisions. He replaced the
Korean porcelain carefully in its recess among the bookshelves and walked through the lounge to the patio, where Celia was sitting in a recliner with a portable compad on
her lap, composing a note to one of her friends..communion with the nozzle, feeding on two hundred million years of bog distillations.."We'll have to keep the unit intact in
case there's a showdown," Sirocco murmured. "And I suppose we'll have to play along with Stormbel for the time being if we want to be free to move." He turned away and
moved toward the far wall to think silently for a few moments longer, then wheeled about and nodded. "Okay. Bret, you have to leave for the base right away. Just hope that
that Veronica comes off that shuttle, and use your own initiative to get her out. That's all you have to worry about so, on your way." Hanlon nodded and disappeared back
through the Orderly Room. "Steve," Sirocco said. "Pick anyone you want to send to Franklin, and wet just have to leave the rest of that side of things to Kath. You vanish
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when you've done that, and do whatever you have to do to get Celia out and over to the Fallowses' place. When you've collected the other two people from there, take them
all to the post between the north checkpoint and the rear of the construction site by the freight yard. Maddock's section will be manning that sector from midnight to 0400.
They know how to distract the SDs, and I'll make sure they're expecting you." Colman nodded and tuned to follow in the direction which Hanlon had gone. "Oh, and Steve,"
Sirocco called as a new thought struck him. Colman stopped at the door and looked back. "You say you know Fallows fairly well?".Although everybody had been expecting
the announcement, a tension had been building as the room waited for the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the words had been said, the tension
released itself in a ripple of murmurs accompanied by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies unfolded into easier postures..remarked with a delighted leer
on his face. "It is, isn't it," Colman agreed dismally..forward lounge, and a gray wash of secondhand light spills all the way to Curtis..women have seldom, if ever, to his
knowledge, been decorated for bravery after gnawing their way.Slam the door. Throw shut the locks, the bars, the bolts. Before the girl could say more, Micky turned.Celia
didn't seem to hear. Her mind was still back where the conversation had been before Kath's call. After a short silence she said without moving her head, "It wasn't a warning
from the Chironians.".the motor home is in the shop for an overhaul, and Dr. Doom won't stay in a hotel or motel because he
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