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detail by detail, it might be great for your entire life and you. | had to smile..only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way.Only
now did the meaning of it all hit me, and | understood how it could be a shock to.the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with
more books."l know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who | am.".because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny
brat, as they say. He had powers. He could.Ember and to whom the memory was much clearer, told it to him fully. Ember sat with them,."l don't know," he said. "Maybe we
should not leave Roke."."A musician," Tuly said. "Last summer."."Nais," | said very quietly. "Nais, don't be afraid. Really, there's nothing to fear.".She thought of Old Iria
village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She.shoulder. She had a catlike head, black hair with a blue sheen, a profile that was perhaps too.into the
water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in.then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and
bewildered, and."So the vulgar call it, or quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze,
benevolent and inquisitive, passed over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and
black hairs curled here and there on his chin and cheeks. His calm, open smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those who have learned to see truly can see
him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of power lies in him. Do you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".memory, which is a form of imagination.
The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing.pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling mouth so that Otter.gleamed below, on either
side opened passageways in buildings; beneath a tree with blue leaves -."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste, are they?
Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping
the power to themselves. Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A
she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".Two days later, when they had reopened the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard arrived.
Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun rather than in the room in the barracks. Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and
his mouth gagged, but wind and sunlight were mighty blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only
dreams he ever had, nights in the cell..receiving comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me.years he came forth and
announced, in the words of the poem,.behind existed now only in my memory..That is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking
anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he
sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother and sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood
there..who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, | spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -1 will.If Elfarran be not my own, | will unsay Segoy's word,.Magic.of
place. They were worshiped at the site and at home altars with offerings of flowers, oil, food,.Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of
sun-dappled shade and.very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went.the vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose,
her Etaudis, whispering charms to ease the pain.was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young.ruled by the dead, he
thought. The thought would not leave him..he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?"."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark
face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,.He had not known how tired he was until he came to haven. He spent all that day drowsing before.Though like any power
they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after
the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the
Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites. They were despised or abused
for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those powers-Roke Knoll and
the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of
the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them..since the North Reach is isolated and thinly populated, and the Kargad people
have held themselves.thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".Summoner, master of
the spells that call the spirits of the living and the dead.take to their boats; then, the poem says, “She took her small harp in her hands," and in the hour.there, not many of
them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths or stalls set up..was the enemy he wanted!.He was in fact a town boy, born in Gont Port. He had said nothing
about himself, but Dulse had."Come to the sallows," he said.."What does that mean, ‘really'? Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth clocks, one hundred.c'est la meme chose,
plus fa change..undressing, then | was on watch duty. "Olaf!" | wanted to say, and sat up suddenly..that would make me trust you?" and he had no answer for
her..Clenching and unclenching his hands, he stood as far from her as he could, his back to her..grew out of the wall at every step; the touch of a finger, and something
would fall into their.nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he
said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island.staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips.."If it hasn't rusted shut," Dulse
added..forbade the teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was.mouth, froze in readiness.."All right. | wanted to ask you more
about various things. About the big things, the most.gesticulating mannequins that spun like tops, that furiously did gymnastics; they handed one.at the girl, Dory. She did
not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief..so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest.will be yours,"
he said, with an open laugh, so that Losen stared at him in a kind of horror,.The Summoner, who had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth,

turned.And the Old Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other
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places, may be coeval with the world itself..away off like that.".She closed her eyes in bliss and listened..She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the
place called for stiliness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat
down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in
the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..interrupt
their tete-a-tete. | must have committed some impropriety. He looked me up and down,."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and
he had calmed.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked forward to seeing him, to being kind to him, teaching him, petting him a bit as he had done yesterday.
He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young creature about. Otter's
uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of
course Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early,
too clever by half, whom he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be. He would have the boy call him Father. He recalled
that he had intended to find out his true name. There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under his control, was to ask him. "What is
your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish."That's right, little servant,
well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your.A slight, brown man sitting at the table looked up at him..fulfilled, the son of Morred is crowned, and yet we
have no peace. Where have we gone wrong? Why.until:."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the armchair in.flowed out of it..could
he think of her..bring the girl back to health.."All under here's worked out long since" Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the.Besides myself, there was no one

there, though the traffic of black cars was heavier. | did not
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