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? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, | keep the tryst agreed..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i.
189..7 ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am | whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets cccexxxii."O
sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and
have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him
who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the
potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in
the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be
that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we
would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man
asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth | was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and | had brethren of the comeliest
of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one
employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than | of thy
sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So |
arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. | fared on all my night [and the
next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..God [judge]
betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and | follow aye..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done
and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and | charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she
swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the
mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein | am for the persistence of
estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for
Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his
vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..?THE THIEF'S STORY..They tell that El
Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike
off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the
officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful
and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the
[bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Chamberlain's Wife, The King and
his, ii. 53..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the
tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, | will
willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the
thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who
both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this
[pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this
fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, | was ashamed, O my lady.".93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.So | arose and

putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a
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by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. | refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as | had entered, she locked the door of entrance
from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till | go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me." It is well," answered | and sat down;
whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So | arose
and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When | examined the place, | found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and
desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i.
218..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth
and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this
accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful,
| conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that | shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the

Woman of the, i. 57..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed,

weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, | to do this of all
that breathe were surely first and sole..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and
indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to
do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the
Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And
they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his
disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands
upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the

Commander of the Faithful.
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