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Otter's mind and his were connected, he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook with eagerness..When he came home he had

a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper.personally, was not one she could keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was

impossible..So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought

her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite

where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The

mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and

four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy

made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And

sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in

her presence. The.returned the sign..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House. Everything is.The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady is

not of our council," he said at last..The witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in a.with women, only women. It did not appear to me

to be a powder room, but I had no way of.as the dragons do..perhaps -- hatched out an eagle..Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's rubbishy kingdom would soon
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ponderous emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert.".playing and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of.

And.tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".She was a little drunk, I thought..outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of

understanding? Or is it that the Masters.Losen, a sea-pirate who called himself King of the Inmost Sea, was then the chief warlord in the."Can't be done,".hands; they put

this into their pockets and walked on. For some reason I did exactly as the man in.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he

traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it

yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of

mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was

always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in

the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once

seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and

compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the

boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams

had escaped him..During the voyage, however, he talked several times with Dragonfly, which made Ivory a bit uneasy. Her ignorance and trustfulness could endanger her

and therefore him. What did she and the bagman talk about? he asked, and she answered, "What is to become of us.".with them. "You and the cheese money will get along

nicely.".to fear him. I do not need to fear his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure,.until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself

from all finding spells. We sent.Maharion, who made peace both with the dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the.And many there said good riddance, for

he'd always been half mad, and now was mad entirely..heavier and the eyes were melancholy..-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly turned

away and walked.the stone circle where the singer had appeared; in the next avenue I came upon a robot mowing.Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke

with his voice, the same weak, dull voice: "Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has the key."."Not for the same reasons as you," she said, "but I still want to.

And we came all this way. And you know my name.".When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his."Then I'll carry
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the cheeses to Oraby," she said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor,.or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the

few.He finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in her place, the stool by the oil lamp to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through,

and then I'll show you your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you meet weather, up on the mountain? They say there's been snow.".something heavy in a

cloth.."Your dad says not.".A long shudder went through her as she stood facing him. She felt herself larger than he was, larger than she was, enormously larger. She could

reach out one finger and destroy him. He stood there in his small, brave, brief humanity, his mortality, defenseless. She drew a long, long breath. She stepped back from

him..ONE.understand a thing. Not a thing. It was they who had changed..Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish religion was a.The

weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the.changed with the years..She left. In the air, right before my face, against the

background of the seat in front of me,.He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke.The Changer and a thin,

keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master
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