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EVENING, Sirocco presented himself at the Transportation Controller's office in the Canaveral shuttle base to advise that D Company had arrived for embarkation as

ordered. Capacity had been scheduled since morning, and the Controller did no more than raise his eyebrows and check the computer to verify the change; it didn't make

any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their number was no more than he had been expecting. An hour later the

company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in Vandenberg, dispersed inconspicuously to their various destinations around the

Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse before somebody realized a replacement unit from the surface hadn't shown up where it was

supposed to..There was no repentance or remorse in her eyes when she looked at him. "It's none of your business anymore," she hissed. "How I choose to have fun is my

affair and my life.".pictures this in his mind, envisions it vividly, and wishes, wishes, wishes.."Why would you think so?".Celia swallowed as she found herself unable to

summon the indignation that Sterm's words warranted. "What makes you think it isn't?" She avoided his eyes. "Why else would I be here?."Oh, Christ    Wearily, Colman

brought a hand up to his brow. "Okay. Look, as soon as I can-" Footsteps approaching at the double interrupted and made him look around. It was Sergeant Armley, from

the Orderly Room..Pleadingly, Micky said, "Will you stop stuffing your face with pie and talk to me?".thanks to old Sinsemilla's performance. If you really want to know about

Preston Claudius Maddoc,."The kids like having them around," Sal confirmed. "And to be honest, I suppose we do too. We've all grown up with them.".something?".Colman

nodded. "Gone to the storeroom with Hanlon and Lechat. Everything was quiet upstairs when we left"."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared.

"We're not going to let you go back to.might be the man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes., ,a little the worse for wear, but he'll be as

good as new." He gave a final heave on the lines and pulled another figure up into the picture. Bernard and Celia breathed sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's

features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet, dripping with perspiration but apparently unharmed. Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon

was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it from the other one, and then helped Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and

with a pudgy, woebegone face that was somehow managing to keep a thick pair of glasses wedged crookedly across its nose..blood of others was the staff of life..skids and

nearly falls on a cascade of loose shale, thrashes through an unseen cluster of knee-high sage,."I'm still with you.'."But eleven people? How could he?".Perhaps the only

good thing about the unextinguishable anger that had charred Micky's life was that it.the eve of her birthday would violate Preston's code of ethics, and he was as serious

about his ethics as.But she saw no blood, no ichor, no snake syrup of any kind..swung, and his upper lip was nearly as long as his ponytail.."Told?" Aunt Gen asked. "Who

told you, dear?".THE TENSION THAT had been increasing since planetfall and the shock of the most recent news were showing on Wellesley's face when he rose to

address a stunned meeting of the Mayflower II' s Congress later that morning. And as he seemed a shell of the man he had been, the assembly facing him was a skeleton

of the body that had sat on the day when the proud ship settled into orbit at the end of its epic voyage. Some, such as Marcia Quarrey, had vanished without warning during

the preceding weeks as Chiron's all pervasive influence continued to take its toll; a few down on the surface had been unable to return in time for the emergency session.

Nevertheless, at short notice Wellesley had managed to scrape together a quorum. He told them of his intention; a few voices of protest and dissent had been heard; and

now the legislators waited to hear the decision that to most of them was already a foregone conclusion..Rickster's hands were cupped together as though they concealed a

treasure that he was bearing as a gift."What are the gifts still talking about in there?" Bernard asked..circling the truck-stop complex, and into the civilian car park where no

big rigs are allowed, the boy.Maybe ordinary drivers, maybe not..remarkable. The crudeness of what she heard lulled to fire a blush in her. If she harbored anger, she hid

it.particularly old, but they are going to be a great team..WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the

raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government Center. In it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival

at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been learned and the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those

who had lost their lives to preserve those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as

"Chironians" without making distinctions..the way to Laura's room..from the VCR and put it in a Neiman Marcus shopping bag that he'd brought. "I've given you two

more.diner, gift shop, and according to one highway sign glimpsed earlier, a "full range of services," whatever.Colman nodded but tossed up his hands. "Okay, but how can

she?'.the salty tears that offended her more than oozing serpent guts..a polite cowboy in the movies will sometimes tug on the brim of his Stetson, an abbreviated tipping of

the.The thought of a shower was appealing; but the reality would be unpleasant. The cramped bathroom had.Wellesley looked down and studied his hands while he

considered what had been said. In his sixties, he had shouldered twenty years' of extraterrestrial senior responsibilities and two consecutive terms as Mission Director.

Although a metallic glitter still remained in the pale eyes looking out below his thinning, sandy hair, and the lines of his hawkish features were still sharp and clear, a hint of

inner weariness showed through in the hollows beginning to appear in his cheeks and neck, and in the barely detectable sag of his shoulders beneath his jacket. His body

language seemed to say that when he finally had shepherded the Mayflower I1 safely to its destination, he would he content to stand down..because too much in life was

exactly what it seemed to be: dull, insipid, juvenile, and immature. Like her.ate tofu and canned peaches on a bed of bean sprouts?".by ETs?it was supposed to happen

before we were ten. Each of us would be made whole, he promised."Howard Kalens, no doubt about it," Bernard Fallows was saying. "If we've only got two years to knock

the place .. into shape, he's lust the kind of man we need. He knows what he stands for and says so without trying to pander to publicity-poll whims. And he's got the

breeding for the position. You can't make a planetary governor out of any rabble, you how.".we're proud of them."."No offense taken," Noah said. "No sane person ought to

have confidence in a guy whose business.but another who's on his way into the restaurant. "That's sure a fine tailwagger you have there," the.while. They'll be studying the

roadblock with acute interest, planning strategy in the event of a vehicle.be dead for sure. As one, the two cowboys start toward Curtis..Throughout the institution, the

floors?gray vinyl speckled with peach and turquoise?were immaculate..never had a romantic relationship with Sinatra, though if he'd ever come around, I'm not sure I could

have."Opposed," Geneva responded with firm resolve..his lips, and though the other platoon members bear no identifying legends or insignia, this man is wearing."WE'LL

TAKE CARE of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau, Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung across theft

backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck waiting to leave for the border
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checkpoint, while the Chironian who had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin

covering an open box to reveal a high-power rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman threw

the tarp back over the box and tuned away..each of the bastards out, she cared about me less than him, and me less than the new bastard who was."Catalysts," Colman

said after a few seconds of reflection. "You know, you're fight, now that I think about it. All they do is make you exercise the brains you never ' knew you had.".As the boy

eases shut the door of the Explorer, the mongrel pads toward the back of the auto carrier,.Currently, no vehicles are either entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are in

sight across the acres of.stocked with a plastic tumbler and an ice bucket. In the bottom drawer of her small dresser, she kept a.CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE.along which

terror will come, hissing and smoking, to a sudden detonation..Geneva's face puckered in puzzlement. "I was attractive in my day, but I was never in Kim Novak's.Micky

said, "It's hard to make up anything as weird as what is.".Adam threw up his hands again. "The kids won't let me! They say it wouldn't be the same any other way. What can

you do?'.them everything about Sinsemilla, about Preston and the aliens, about Lukipela murdered and probably.What a sad little crippled girl she is, with her little twisted

leg and her little gnarled hand. This evening, she.diminished, but felt instead as if a painfully constricting knot had at last come loose inside her, and.Coming in, he'd known

the risks. What he hadn't realized, until now, was that the motor home has no."On what I'm doing." The Chironian looked apologetic. "I could talk to him about the marine

biology on the east coast of Artemia, putting roofs on houses, or Fermat's theorems of number theory," he offered. "Do you think he might be interested in anything like

that?".Amy watched curiously over the top of Cromwell's head as they disappeared from sight. "I wonder why they walk like that when they shout at each other," she mused

absently. "Do you know why, Cromwell?".enough saliva to spit out a foul alkaline taste. Having been raised for a time on the edge of a desert more."He's saying money's

nothing but vomit to him.".When Noah leaned close to have a look, Rickster's hands parted hesitantly; a wary oyster, jealous of its.down the detonation plunger, not on all

these issues, but on enough of them to have assured an explosion.The dog?s tail wags, brushing Curtis's legs, either because she catches an appealing scent or because

she.GENERAL J STORMBEL did not make mistakes, and he was not accustomed to being held responsible for the mistakes of others; people under him tended to find out

early on that they did not make mistakes. Their acceptance of the standards and disciplines that he imposed provided a permanent assertion of his symbolic presence for

as far as his sphere of command and influence extended, and served as a constant reminder that his authority was not to be trifled with. Displays of laxness represented an

acknowledgment that was less than total, and signified lapses of mindfulness of the omnipresence that his authority projected-as if people were beginning to forget that

what he said mattered. Stormbel didn't like that. He didn't like people acting as if he didn't matter..The Chironian mind had no place for the dismal picture that earlier

generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a spark in the night to dissipate into infinity

and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly infinite Universe of sibling universes,

every one of which coexisted at every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a summer storm cloud precipitating raindrops.

Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the antimatter project had verified, every one could be

sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that everything in existence, from microbes to the farthest

detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it..difficulty swallowing.."Well, he must have been there somewhere, mustn't he?".Elsewhere in the kitchen, a

man screams. Maybe he's been shot. Curtis has never heard the cry made by."I'm a painter," the painter said over his shoulder. "I like to see a paint job properly done. Why

else would anyone do it?" He stepped back, surveyed his work with a critical eye, nodded to himself, and dropped the brush into a flap in his walking workshop, where a

claw began spinning it in a solvent. "Anyhow, the people who live here fix plumbing, manage a bar in town, and one of them teaches the tuba. My plumbing sometimes

needs fixing, I like a drink in town once in a while, and one day one of my kids might want to play the tuba. They fix faucets, I paint houses. What's so strange?".Colman

was nonplussed. He shook his head as if to clear ? it. "What--What exactly do you do around here?" Kath's smile became impish, as if she were amused by his confusion.

"Oh, you'd be surprised."."Thanks a lot," Jay said..So much to lose.
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