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image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her.hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against.She came back into

herself, into the still air under the trees. The Hoary Man sat near her, his face bowed down, and she thought how slight and light he looked, how quiet and sorrowful. There
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you..in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He
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her, to shock her out of her terrible, ignorant kindness, but what he said when.So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful,

seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children

were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to

train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for

him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..He

asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what the Immanent Grove was, for when he had asked others they said, "Ember can tell you." She refused his question, not arrogantly

but definitely, saying, "You can learn about the Grove only in it and from it." A few days later she came down to the sands of Thwil Bay, where he was repairing a fishing

boat. She helped him as she could, and asked about boat-building, and he told her and showed her what he could. It was a peaceful afternoon, but after it she went off in

her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was incalculable. He was amazed when, not long after, she said to him, "I'll be going to the Grove after the Long Dance. Come

if you like.".go on using that name for a use-name, but it's not her name, nor ever was. So now she's not a.that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe

sighed deeply and suddenly walked."No," his wife said in her soft, level voice, "we aren't.".them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in

the guise of salve.across the glade..history and magic of the place..cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master her; and that he would

do,."Lost with Ath when he went into the west," Crow said..The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face to face in the

black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long

embrace. Then they hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up the hill to her ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much

fuss, received her back with a clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden drunk by his cold hearth..How long had

he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud,."So I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?".A

millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative writing. From that time on, The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the

Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They continue to exist in both forms. The many

written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of every child's education

are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years from living voice to living voice..the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were

swarming across the.approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air..water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals

so.these festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic..adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of."You

have told me," Veil said..He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or twenty-five. A while ago now. He had been truly a

boy then, long-legged, rough-haired, soft-faced, with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted, what they all

wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want another prentice

underfoot, and sensed danger..behind existed now only in my memory..At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed you.

How long can you stay?"."I doubt it," Diamond said..and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..destroy us," said

Veil..but had not understood that he loved her beyond anyone and anything. When he was with her, even.the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother,
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be whole!" he said, and the broken.word haath, "dragon," in the Old Speech.)."What should I do?" he said aloud after a while..At that the wizard whose true name was

Heleth stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till the boy's gaze dropped..East Fields," the young man said..Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear

trees, nor the vines. He kept himself.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come back this far? I don't know.them a part of the House that will be

all their own, or even a separate house, so they can keep.HISTORY OF THE KARGAD LANDS
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